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Welcome to the Parish News.  November and December are busy 
months indeed. As I write I’m proud to say I’ve begun my Christmas 
shopping, so hopefully it won’t be the usual last minute rush! At the 
Ascension there is lots going on in the weeks ahead as we look 
towards November as a month for ‘remembering’ and the festivities 
of Christmas during December. In this little magazine we hope to 
share with you some of these special events as well as our regular 
weekly services. Our aim at the Ascension is to be a welcoming and 
inclusive community and we extend a warm welcome to YOU to 
come to any of the events or worship you feel able to attend. 
Welcome and hospitality is important for Christians, for it was Jesus 
himself who commanded us to love one another and to love God 
above all things, indeed it is the greatest of all the commandments!  
If you have any questions or I can be of any help please do call me or 
pop in at the Vicarage, details on the back. This ‘Parish News’ comes 
with every blessing and good wish,  
 
 
 

Keep in touch @ www.torrisholmeparish.co.uk 

In this Edition 

Remembrance Sunday & 

Christmas Celebrations 



 ‘Remember, remember the 5th of 
November’ goes the saying. As well as 

bonfires, treason and plot the Christian calendar is also about ‘remembering’. 
During this month we commemorate All Saints Day, a celebration of the holy 
men and women whose lives have been a shining example of the Christian 
virtues. We remember too those whom we have loved and lost, for a little 
while, the faithful departed on All Souls Day and below are details of a special 
service to mark this occasion. And it is during November that we keep 
Remembrance Day and Remembrance Sunday this year the 9th. At the 
Ascension we will be holding this centenary year of WW1 an important service 
to remember the men of Torrisholme who so bravely gave their lives for the 
sake of justice and peace 100 years ago.  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
 

Candlelit service to remember our departed loved ones 
 

Your Name____________________________________________________ 
 

Telephone Number_____________________________________________ 
 
Name(s) of departed____________________________________________ 

NOVEMBER 

In Loving Memory of our 

Departed Family and Friends 
Sunday 2nd November at 4pm 

Every year at the Ascension, Torrisholme, we hold a special service to 
remember our departed loved ones. Alongside prayers, readings and 
hymns we light individual candles for the people we remember. These are 
prepared in advance with names written on and collected before the 
service so the families can come forward during the service to light them in 
memory of their loved ones. It is a very special and moving moment as the 
candle light grows reminding us of God’s promise of eternal life through 
the resurrection of his Son. If you would like to come and remember 
someone special please contact Fr Chris or complete the slip below and 
post to him, so a candle can be prepared. The service is followed by 
refreshments. The candles are lit once again during our Christmas 
celebrations, a fitting tribute at this special time.  

 
 



A Requiem for 

Remembrance 

Sunday 

  
 

Sunday 9th November 
10.50am 

 

Especially recalling this 
centenary year the gallant men 
of this area who gave their lives 
in WW1 for justice and peace 

 

 
Following the service poppy crosses will be placed by us all 

in our Poppy Scatter Garden, set aside to commemorate the 

centenary anniversaries of 1914-1918. In partnership with 

Morecambe Poppy Scatter www.poppyscatter.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Family Service 
Every third Sunday of the month at 11am, including 16th 
November, 21st December, 18th January, 15th February, 15th 
March, we hold our popular ‘All Age’ worship. All age is exactly 
that, a celebration for young and old alike. With help from our 
Scouts and Guides groups and Junior Church we praise God in 

songs and drama, prayer and praise. Come and see!  



Sunday 21st December 

Junior Church 
Christmas Drama  

during the 

11am All Age Eucharist  
at the Ascension 

Come and see the kids 
present the Christmas 

message in what promises 
to be another fantastic 

performance!  

 Amidst the long dark nights of December 
it’s appropriate that light, candle light, is a 

constant theme for the Christian Church these days building up to Christmas. 
In church Sunday by Sunday we will light a candle on the Advent Wreath, just 
like your Advent calendar marking off the days to the birth of Jesus, THE 
Light of the World. This very theme is at the heart of our Christingle 
celebrations on the 30th November, a fun packed feast for all the family. And 
the mystical beauty of a candlelit church is the setting for our popular Carols 
by Candlelight and wonder that is Midnight Mass.  
 
 
 

 

Christmas Day 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

DECEMBER 

 

C h r i s t i n g l e  
Sunday 30th November at 4pm 
 

Christmas preparations really  
begin when its ‘Christingle’! An occasion 
for children and all the family with the 
popular lighting of Christingle candles and 
singing of favourite carols! Come along for 
a fun and festive time. Followed by hot 
chocolate and marshmallows.  

 

 

Wednesday 24th at 6pm 

CAROLS IN THE 

SQUARE  
at Torrisholme 
The ever popular  

Christmas Eve event for all 
 

Led by Rev Eddie and Fr Chris  
and members of local  

Churches Together 
with Morecambe Bay Brass Band 

Christmas 

Crafts  
 

Saturday 29th 
November  

in the Ascension Lounge  
(behind the church) 

Homemade crafts and 
gifts, cards and cakes.  

£1 entry includes coffee 
and mince pies 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christmas Services  
 

 

Christmas Eve       Wednesday 24th  

11.30pm   Midnight Mass   
In the stillness of the night we gather in candlelight to sing with the 
angels and adore with shepherds and kings before the Christ child of 
Bethlehem, ‘O come all ye faithful...’.  

Christmas Day          Thursday 25th  

10am    Christmas Day Celebration  
A short service for young and old alike held at St Martin’s, Westgate 
on the birthday of Jesus. Come and sing ‘happy birthday’ before 
tucking into your turkey! 

 

Sunday 21st December  

at 6.30pm 

Carols by Candlelight 
at the Church of the Ascension, Torrisholme 

 

Festive Readings  

and Popular Carols  

to Celebrate the  

Wonder of Christmas 
with members of  

Morecambe Brass Band 
 

FOLLOWED BY MULLED WINE AND MINCE PIES 
 

 



Scouts Christmas Post 
Every year the Scouts raise funds by delivering hundreds of 
Christmas cards. This group is seeking volunteers who can spare 
time to help with the organisation and administration of the 
Christmas Post. Preparation starts mid November and the 
delivery operation on 6th December finishing on the 17th 
December. Can you spare a few hours? All monies go towards the 
fantastic work our uniformed groups do for the kids in the area.  
If you can help please contact-  
 Robert Gill 422297, email robmag@btinternet.com 
 
 

Weekly Worship 
At the Ascension we hold services every 

SUNDAY 8am and 11am 
TUESDAY 7pm 
WEDNESDAY 10am 
SATURDAY 10am 

 

The Eucharist, sometimes called Holy Communion or the Mass, is 
a service in which we listen to bible readings, reflect and pray and 
share in bread and wine to remember the Lord Jesus. The 
Eucharist is at the heart of ALL we do and a welcome awaits you 
at all our worship.  

 

 
 
 
Some of our Parish Groups and Worship Events  

Church Halls  
The hall complex at the Ascension, Torrisholme and at St Martin’s, 
Westgate offer great facilities for meetings and parties and host a 

wide range of local groups and organisations on a weekly basis.  
For more information about what goes on or to enquire about 

making a booking please contact  
Alan Forshaw 419174 Hall Manager and Church Warden 



Some Events being organized by  

Sparrow Play Group 
Spooky Spectacular - Fancy Dress Party 
Sunday 2nd November 2pm-4pm 
Disco, stalls, fancy dress competition, pumpkin 
carving competition, games and refreshments. Tickets £2 per 
person and under 2's free - come along for lots of fun!  Tickets 
available from Sparrow Playgroup, Church of the Ascension Hall. 
Clothing Collection       
Thursday 6th November 
Please donate any clothes, paired shoes or unwanted books to 
Sparrow Playgroup for a weigh-in. Donations can be delivered 
anytime before this date to Sparrow Playgroup, Church of the 
Ascension Hall. 
Ladies Fashion Show     
Thursday 27th November 
Trimpell Sports and Social Club 7.30pm 
A brilliant evening with huge discounts on clothing from high street 
stores such as Wallis, Next, River Island etc. Also stalls at the event 
for you to purchase some Christmas gifts! Tickets £3 each are 
available from Sparrow Playgroup, Church of the Ascension Hall. 
All proceeds from the ticket sales go to Sparrow Playgroup  
 

All proceeds from these events go towards purchasing resources for the 
children at Sparrow Playgroup (registered charity). 

Sparrow Playgroup received an OUSTANDING Ofsted inspection 
earlier this year. Places are available at Sparrow Playgroup for 

children from age 2. If you are interested in your child attending this 
OUTSTANDING, community Playgroup and would like some more 

information - please contact 01524 833165 for a prospectus or  
like our Facebook page. 



Some of our Groups at Church of the Ascension 
Junior Church gathers every Sunday in term time at 10.50am in the Church 
Hall. The kids enjoy crafts and games, stories and songs and much more, 
which is led by an experienced and enthusiastic team. We are very proud 
of our thriving group. It’s free and open to all ages of children. Please 
contact Fr Chris (details below) who will put you in contact with one of our 
leaders, see our website for dates or simply come along one Sunday! On 
Sunday 21st December the JC present their annual Christmas play, an ideal 
opportunity to see what they do.  
Craft Group Meeting on the 2nd and 4th Monday of the month from 7pm-
9pm in the Vestry at the Ascension, the Craft Group is an opportunity to 
work on your own project, join in a group craft or learn a new skill. Open to 
all; simply pop in and if crafting isn’t your thing, the kettle is always on for 
a brew! Please contact Janet Diamond on 36268 for more info.  
Mothers Union At the Ascension we have a thriving branch meeting 
monthly in both afternoon and evening to provide opportunities for social 
time for all its members. Meetings include worship, visiting speakers, 
socials, trips, meals out and much more. The MU is a great way of meeting 
new friends in a supportive and caring Christian environment. Please 
contact Carole Hammond for more information. Telephone- 01524 418862 
Church on Tuesday Can’t get to church on a Sunday? Sunday can be a busy 
day, especially for families. On a Tuesday evening we hold a short service 
of about 25min. It’s a space for quiet reflection and prayer centred on the 
breaking of bread. Why not come along? Every Tuesday evening 7pm.  
 

Parish Contacts _____________________________________ 
Parish Priest and Vicar 

Fr Christopher Holden   413144 
The Vicarage, 63 Michaelson Ave, Torrisholme, LA4 6SF  
Email:   wilfridcgh@hotmail.com 

Church Wardens 
Alan Forshaw     419174 
Janet Diamond    36268 

Keep in touch @ www.torrisholmeparish.co.uk 


